
A R E A A N D P O P U L A T I O N 

32. —Numbers of the Infirm by Provinces, 1911, with totals for 1881,1891 and 1901. 
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NOTE.—Previous to 1911, the numbers of the idiotic were not separately distin­
guished. The term used in previous censuses was " Unsound Mind " and comprised 
both the idiotic and the insane. 

Literacy.—The number of persons under five years of age in 1911 
was 887,483, leaving 6,319,160 persons whose ability or inability to read 
and write was recorded. The increase in the population of five years of 
age and over from 1901 to 1911 was 1,590,529, or 33.63 per cent. During 
the same period the numbers able to read and write increased by 1,703,929, 
or 43.48 per cent., whilst the numbers of those able to read only decreased 
from 129,584 to 32,863, or 74.64 per cent. In 1901 there were 680,132 
persons in Canada who could neither read nor write; in 1911 the number 
in a larger population was 663,453, a decrease of 16,679, or 2.45 per cent, 
in the ten years. The number of persons able to read and write_ consti­
tuted 88.98 per cent, of the population of five years and over in 1911 
as against 82.88 per cent, in 1901; those able to read only were 2.74 
per cent, in 1901 as against 0.52 per cent, in 1911, and the illiterate, 
classing as such persons able neither to read nor write were 14.38 per 
cent, of the population aged five years and over in 1901 as against 10.50 
per cent, in 1911, an improvement of 3.38 per cent, during the decade. 
These facts are recorded in Table 33 showing the literacy of the popula­
tion by provinces. Table 34 shows the literacy by provinces in 1911, 
distinguishing between Canadian-born, British-born (including Canadian-
born) and foreign-born males and females of five years of age and over, 
and between Canadian-born, British-born and foreign males of 21 years 
of age and over. Table 35 shows the literacy of the population of five 
years of age and over in cities and towns of over 7 000 inhabitants. 


